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s T is related by 
; Quintus Curtius, 
that the Perfians al- 
ways conceived a 
lafting and invin- 
cible contempt of 
| Ls F aman who had vi- 
ojated the laws of fecrecy; for 
they thought, that, however he 
might be deficient in the qualities 
requifite to a¢tual excellence, the 
negative virtues at Icafi were always 
in his power ; and though he per- 
haps could not fpeak well if he was 
to try, it was ftill eafy for him not 
to {peak. 

In this opinion of the eafinefs of 
fecrecy, they feem to have confi- 
dered it as oppofed, not to trea- 
chery, but loquacity ; and to have 
conceived the man, whom they thus 
cenfured, not frighted by menaces 
to reveal, or bribed by promifes to 
betray, but incited by the mere 
pleafure of talking, or fome other 
motive equally trivial, to lay open 
his heart without reflection, and to 
let whatever he knew flip from him, 
only for want of power to retain it. 
Whether, by their fettled and 
avowed fcorn of thoughtlets talk- 
ers, the Perfians were able to dif- 
fufe to any great extent the virtue 
of taciturnity, we are hindered by 
the dittaice of thofe times from be- 
ing able to difcover, there being 
very few memoirs remaining of the 
court of Periepolis, nor any diftine& 
account handed down tous of their 
office clerks, their ladies of the bed- 
chamber, their attornies, their 
chamber maids, or their footmen. 

In thefe latter ages, though the 
old animofity againit a prattler is 


flill retained, it appears wholly to 
have loft its effe€is upon the cone 
dué& of mankind; for fecrets are 
fo feldom kept, that it may with 
fome reafon be doubted, whether 
the antients were not miflaken in 
their firft poftulate, wheth:r the 
quality of retention be fo generally 
beftowed, and whether a fecret has 


nct fome fubtle volatility, by which | 


it efcapes almoft imperceptibly. at 
the fmalleft vent ; or fome power 
of fermentation, by which it ex- 
pands itfelf fo as to burft the heart 
that will not give it way. 

Thofe that ftudy either the bod 
orthe mind of man, very often fin 
the moft {pecious and plcafing the 
ory falling under the weight of con- 
trary experience; and inftead of 
gratifying their vanity by inferring 
effects from caufes, they are aluays 
reduced at laft to conjecture cautes 
from effects. That it is eafy tobe fe- 
cret, the fpeculatiftcan demonftrate 
in his retreat, and therefore thinks 
himfelf juftified in placing confi- 
dence ; the manof the worldknows, 
that, whether difficult or not, it is 
uncommon, and therefore finds 
himfelf rather inclined to fearch af- 
ter the reafon of this univerfal 
failure in one of the moft impof- 
tant duties of fociety : 

The vanity of being known to be 
trufted with a fecret, is generally 
one of the chief motives to dijcloie 
it; for however abfurd it may be 
thought to boaft an honour, by an 
act which fhews that it was con- 
ferred without mei, yet moit men 
feem rather inclined to confe({s the 
want of virtue than of importance, 
and more willingly fhew their influ- 
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ence and their power, though at the 
expence of their probity, than glide 
through life with no other-pleafure 
than the private confciou{nefs of 
fidelity; which, while it is pre- 
ferved, muft be without praife, ex- 
cept from the fingle perfon who 
tries and knows it. 

There are many ways of tellinga 
fecret, by which aman exempts 
himfelf from the reproaches of his 
confcience, and gratifes his pride 
without fufferine himfelf to believe 
that he impairs his virtue. He tells 
the private affairs of his patron, or 
his friend, only to thofe from whom 
he would not conceal his own; he 
tells them to thofe, who have no 
temptation to betray their truft, or 
with a denunciation of a certain 
forfeiture of his friendfhip, if he 
difcovers that they become public. 

Secrets are very frequently told in 
the firft ardour of kindnefs, or of 
love, forthe fake of proving, by fo 
important a facrifice, the fincerity 
of profeffions, or the warmth of 
tendernefs ; but with this motive, 
though it be fometimes ftrong in it- 
felf, vanity generally concurs, fince 
every man naturally defires to be 
moit efieemed ‘by thofe whom he 
loves, or with whom he converfes, 
with whom he pafies his hours of 
pleafure, and to whom he retires 
from bufinefs and from care. 

When the difcovery of fecrets is 
under confideration, there is always 
a diftinétion carefully to be made 
between our own and thofe of ano- 
ther, thofe of which we are fully 
mafters, as they affect only our own 
intereft, and thefe which are repo- 
fited with usin truft, and involve 
the happinefs or convenience of 
fuch as we have noright to expofe 
to hazard by experiments upon 
their lives, without their confent. 
To tell our own fecrets is generally 
folly, but that folly is without 
guilt; to communicate thofe with 
which we are intrufted, is always 
treachery, and treachery for the 
moft part combined wi:h folly. 

There have, indeed, been fome 
enthufiaftic and irrational zealots 
for friendfhip, who have maintained, 
and perhaps believed, that one 
friend has a right to all that is in 


The Invalidity of all Excufes for betraying Secrets. 


poffefion of another; and that 
therefore it is a violation of kind- 
nefs to exempt any fecret from this 
boundlefs confidence. Accordingly 
a late female minifter of ftate has 
been fhamelefs enough to inform 
the world, that fhe ifed, when fhe 
wanted to extraét any thing from 
her fovereign, to remind her of 
Montaigne’s seatanne, who has de- 
termined, that to tell a fecret toa 
friend, is no breach of fidelity, be- 
caufe the number of perfons trufted 
is not multiplied, a man and his 
friend being virtually the fame. ~ 
That fuch a fallacy could be im- 
pofed upon any human underftand- 
ing, or that an author could have 
imagined to advance a pofition fo 
remote from truth and reafon, any 
otherwife than as a declaimer, to 
fhew to what extent he could ftretch 
his imagination, and with what’ 
ftrength he could prefs his princi- 
ple, would fcarcely have been cre- 
dible, had not this lady kindly 
fhewn us how far weaknefs may be 
deluded, or indolence amufed. But 
fince it appears, that even this fo- 
phiitry has been able, with the help 
of a {trong defire to repofe in quiet 
upon the underftanding of another, 
to miflead honeft intentions, and an’ 
underitanding not contemptible, it 
may not be faperfeons to remark, 
that thofe things which are common ° 
among friends, are only fuch as ei- 
ther pofieffes in his own right, and 
can alienate or deftroy, without in- 
jury to any other perfon. Without 
this limitation, confidence muft run 
on without end, the fecond perfon 
may tell the fecret to the third upon 
the fame principle as he received it 
from the firft, and the third may 
hand it forward to a fourth, tll at 
Jaft it 1s told in the round of friend- 
fhip to them from whom it was the 
firit intention chiefly to conceal it. 
- ‘The confidence which Caius has 
of the faithfulnefs of Titius, is no- 
thing more than an opinion which 
himielf cannot know to be true, 
and which Claudius, who firft tells 
his fecret to Caius, may know, at 
leaft may fufpeé&t tobe falfe ; and 
therefore the truit is transferred by: 
Caius, if he reveal what has been 
told him, to one from whom the- 
perfor 
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perfon originally concerned would 
probably have withheld it; and, 
whatever may be the event, Caius 
has hazarded the happinefs of his 
friend, without neceflity and with- 
out permiflion, and has put that 
truft in the hand of fortune which 
was given only to virtue, 

All the arguments upon which a 
man who istelling the private af- 
fairs of another may ground his 
confidence of fecurity, he muft 
upon refleétion know to be uncer- 
tain, becaufe he finds them without 
effect upon himfelf. When he is 
imagining that Titius will be cau- 
tious from a regard to his intereft,. 
his reputation, or his duty, he ought 
to reflect thac he is himfelf at that 
inftant acting in oppofition to all 
thefe reafons, and revealing what 
intereft, reputation, and duty, di- 
rect him to conceal. 

Every one feels that he fhould 
confiderthe man incapable of truft, 
who believed himfelf at liberty to 
tell whatever he knew to the firit 
whom he fhould conclude deferving 
of his confidence; therefore Caius, 
in admitting Titius to the affairs 
imparted only to himfelf, violates 
iis faith, fince he aéts contrary to 
the intention of Claudius, to whom 
that faith was given. For promifes 
of friendfhip are, like all others, 
-ufelefs and vain, unlefs they are 
madein fome known fenfe, adjufted 
and acknowledged by both parties. 

It is true, that many quef- 
-tions may be ftarted relating to 
the duty of fecrecy, where the af- 
fairs are of public concern; where 
fubfequent reafons may arife to al- 
ter the appearance and nature of 
the truft; that the manner in which 
the fecret was told, may change 
the degree of obligation ; and that 
the principles upon which a man 
‘is chofen for a confident may-not 
always equally conftrain him. But 
thefe fcrupkes, if not too intricate, 
are of too extenfive confideration 
for our prefent purpofe, ‘nor are 
they fuch as generally occur in com- 
mon life; and though catfuittical 
knowledge be ufeful in~ proper 
hands, yet it ought by no means to 
be carelefly expofed, fince moft wil! 
ufe it rather to lull than awaken 
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their own confciences; and the 
threads of reafoning, on which 
truth is fufpended, are frequently 
drawn to fuch fubtilty, that com- 
mon eyes cannot perceive, and com- 
mon fenfibility cannot feel them. 

The whole doctrine, as well as 
practice of fecrecy, is fo perplexing 
and cangerous, that, next to him 
who is compelled to truft, he may be 
accounted unhappy whois chofen to 
be truited ; for he is often involved 
in fcruples, without the liberty of 
Calling in the help of any other un- 
deritanding, he is frequently drawn 
into guilt, under the appearance of 
friendfhip and honefty ; and fome- 
times fubjected to fufpicion by the 
treachery of others, who are en- 

aged without his knowledge in the 
ame fchemes; for he that has one 
confident, has generally more; and 
when he is at lait betrayed, is in 
doubt on whom he fhall fix the 
crime. 

The rules therefore that fhould be 
obferved concerning fecrecy, & from 
which it feems not to be tafe to de- 
viate, without long and exated de- 
liberation, are---Never to folicit 
the knowledge of a fecret. Not 
wiliingly, nor without many limf- 
tations, to accept fuch confidence 
when it is offered. When a fecret 
is once admitted, to confider the 
truft as of a very hich nature, im- 
portant as fociety, and facred as 
truth, and therefore not to be vio- 
lated for any incidental conveni- 
ence, or flight appearance of con- 
trary fitneds. 


New Anecdotes of GUSTAVUS 
ADOLFHUS. 


O N E day, when only between 

five and fix years of age, he 
was running among buthes, his pre- 
ceptor, to deter him, told him there 
were huge fhakes there, and he very 
unconcernedly an{wered, Then 
give me a ftick, and I wiil kill 
them.’ ‘This courage was tem- 
pered with the mof noble genero- 
fity, and the mot condefcending af- 
fabilitv. A peafant bringing him a 
fm2!l norte, she young Prince faid 
to him, * Twill pay you immed: 
ately, for you mull want money »’ 
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350 A Letter from a Native of Geneva, concerning the Englifh Ladies. 


and, pulling out a little purfe of 
ucats, emptied it into the pea- 
fant’s hand. 

At twelve he fpoke and wrote La- 
tin, German, Dutch, French, and 
Italian, with the fame fluency and 
correcétnefs as the Swed-fh, befices 
re the Polit and Ruif- 
ian. 


A procefs was depending between 
the Crown and a gentleman of the 
name of Siceb'at, concerninga ma- 
nor. ‘The Kiang came into the 
Court, and wouid be prefent, withal 
warning the Judges to regard only 
their confcience. The judges gave 
it in favour of the gentleman, acd 
the King perufing the feveral pa- 

ers of the cafe, confirmed the 
jodges ve di, and commended 
their integrity. é 

Being once dangeroufly wound- 
ed, his phyfician, on taking off the 
apparel, could not forbear crying 
out, that he had foretold it, and his 
Majefty expofed himfelf too much: 
Guftavus only anfwered him in 
thefe words, Ne /utor ultra crepidam, 
* Keep to your own bulinefs.’ ‘The 
furgeon likewife giving it as his 
Opinion that the bullet could not 
be exiracted, the King compofedly 
faid, ‘ Let it then remain where it 
is ; it will be a memorial that my 
life was not fpent in inactivity and 
pleafures.’ 

Amiditt the tumult of war, he 
ufed to amufe himfelf with Gro- 
tius on War and Peace, and would 
merrily ‘ay, ‘ That he would thew 
Grotius the difference between the- 
ory and p:aétice. and how ealy it is 
to lay down precepts, and how hard 
to ob’ervethem.’ - 

 proreitants had fuch a high 
Opin on of his abilities and zeal, 
t.at the Univerfity of Heidelberg 
concluding he would readily concur 
to terminate the diffentions between 
Lutherans and Calvinifts whicii to 
the great concern of all good men, 
ran very high at that time, deputed 
the celebrated David Parzus to re- 
prefent to him, that nothing could 


-more redound to his honovr than 


allaying thofe feuds, and eftablith- 
ing a fure and fixed unity of doc- 
trine between the two Proteftant 
communiens. Guftavus, betides 


ceremonial honours, mace Parzus 
many prefents becoming his dig- 
nity, and highly praiied the pur- 
pofe of his deputation, as extremely 
detirable ; but holding it impraéti- 
cable, he toldthim, that for many 
very weighty reafons he could not 
interfere in an affair of that na- 
ture ; that he wifhed Proteflants 
would unite in heart, if they could 
not in mind, and that he prayed 
God to join all men in love, it be- 
ing morally impoflible for them all 
to have precifely the fame faith. 


A Letzer from a Native of Geneva, 
now in Londen, concerning the 


Englith Ladies Diverfons. 


G Ince I have been in England, [ 

have had the honour and happi- 
nef; of being introduced to the 
company of people of the firft 
fafhion. I will not at prefent tell 
my Opinion of the men; my pre- 
fent {ubjeét fhall be, tie manner in 
which the Ladies, for the moit part, 
pafs their evenings. 

Cards, my dear Sir, Ca:ds feem 
to have engrofied the main part of 
their attention It is true, they 
will fometimes make a conve rf.tion 
piece at aplay, when their Majef- 
ties are there, or when they know 
there will be good company; and, 
on a Saturday, they will afiedct to 
admive at the opera, what they can 
neither feel or unceriiand. Thein- 
ducement for their being prefent at 
aller any public place of civerfion, 
is enly becauie the Duichefs of —-, 
or Lady -----, is there. But Cards 
are the things after all : Casds, the 
giand leveller, that puts the fitue- 
tion of life, the underftanding, and 
the fortune of its votaries, upon an 
equality. 

Being a citizen of Geneva, I 
may appear to the EnGLish as 
too ftarch and formal in my no- 
tions; but from my habitude of 
philoopbizing on the setstes morales, 
whith give the dulce as well as utile 
to fockty, I cannot help thinking, 
that a mere Carding Woman is at 
beft but a Chienne Scavanie, and too 
frequently an half-human tyger in 
petticoats. . 2 

Corruption 





= ™ 





The North Briton. 357 


Corruption of manners flows from 
Example. Card-playing is unfor- 
tunately a fin that cannot be prac- 
tifed alone. Another misfortune is, 
that ic tempts us under the appear- 
ance of innocence ——Can there be 
any harm in whiling away an idle 
hour or fo in an innocent game of 
Cards ? And then the pleafure of it! 
There indeed is the danger; for 
where the itch is, by conftant 
fcratching it will rankle to a fore. 

What has been the confequence 
of Cards becoming a}moft the only 
amufement? They have brought 
into families that deftruétive fiend 
to all focial endearments, avarice ; 
they haye fixed ignorance (except 
in the rules for p'ayiny, and the 
laws of the game) in the tame and 
quict poffeffion over the underftand 
ing; they have turned politenefs 
into cold ceremony, and entirely 
banifhed wit and converiation out 
Of good company. 

had the honour, upon a * three 
weeks invitation, to make one ata 
private aflembly of near an hun- 
dred perions: I fhall pafs by thofe 
antiquated forms, whofe foreheads 
are more deeply furrowed by the 
bad paffions than age: I fhall only 
obferve, that among the young la- 
dies I could find hardly any of that 
{weetnefs and innocence, that win- 
ning attraction of look, voice, and 
fentimenrt, that modefty of addrefs, 
and foftnefs of good breeding, which 
cannot fail to captivate the heart, 
when youth and beauty attract the 
attention: ‘Chey had their time fo 
importantly engrofied by the Card- 
table, that they even had no leifure 
to charm. 

When I fee a group of elderly fe- 
males huddled together indifcrimi- 
nately, without a thought but upon 
Winning each other’s money, I am 
apt to carry my reflections beyond 
the company before my eyes. 
cannot help picturing their hufbands, 

, and daughters, a great part of 


whofe happinefs or mifery in life is 
to depend on the conduét of thefe 
good chriftians, who may be lite- 
rally faid to eat and drink, and rife up 
to flay: As wives, they have fa- 
milies to govern, and hufbands to 
converfe with and pleafe: as mo- 
thers, they have children to educate 
and to qualify by example and pre- 
cont as women, they have cha- 
racters to preferve and adorn, minds 
to furnifh and ftrengthen, memories 
to ftore and enliven; virtucs to watch 
over and exercife for the honour and 
ornament of their race, and the 
comforts and duties of fociety in ge- 
neral. 

But all. thefe without Quadrille, 
dear Quadrille, are the wearifome 
encumbrances of life ! Quadrilie is 
the joy that gives it ipirit and 
brightnefs! for this they hurry over 
their meals, and abridge their moft 
agreeable refrefhments: for this 
alone they vifit and are vifited : by 
this alone they meafure their enjoy- 
ment and felicity, letting their 
minds lie wafte and barren, that 
their hands may be filled with idle- 


nefs. 


The NORTH BRITON, 
Number CL. 
To the Nortu Briton. 


JN my notions, minifters, in this 

country, are pofleffed ot fo many 
refources, whereby they may effe& 
the ruin of our liberties, that it is 
incumbenton us tohave an inceffant 
watch on the proceedings of the 
mott feemingly honeft among them ; 
but we ought to attend to the con- 
duct of thofe, whofe recommender 
has given us the molt evident proofs 
of an opprefiivenefs of difpofition, 


with all the caution, and all the 


circumfpection, that human pru- 
dence can fuggeft. In fact, it would 
be madnefs, not to actuaily believe, 


* It is the cuftom with Ladies here in England to fend Cards of invitation to alf 
their acquaintance, defiring the honour of their company at many wecks, or even 


months, diftance from the date thereof. 


I have feen a Card of this fort, running 


thus------ «“ Mrs.——prefents her compliments to ——, is brought to-bed of a 
« daughter, pure well, and defires the honour. of her Ladyfhip’s company to Cards 


“ t-mgcrow mouth,” 


the 
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358 
the Perfons recommended by fuch a 
minifter, muj? be actuated by the 
fame fanguinary motives, the fame 
tyrannical temper, and the fame 
averfion to public liberty, as him- 
felf: Becaufe, it 1s apparent that 
the foundation of this recommenda- 
tion, mu/? have been their kaowz ap- 
titude to the fentimerts and mealures 
of the Recommender, 

If we fuppofe the politically with- 
drawn Minitter, to be a man poflef- 
fed of the imalleit degree of pene- 
tration, we muft inevitably form 
fuch a judgment of his fucceflors, 
when nominated by himfelf. Se/f- 
defence, when he coutd fately hold 
the reins no tonger, would certain- 
ly engage him (had he no other mo- 
tive) to plant in his own place, and 
the other great offices of the itate, 
perfons of a /imilar ftamp ; becaule, 
from fucceffors of other difpofitions, 
he would have, every thing to fear. 
A minilter who retires on account 
of his having incurred the general 
odium, by a courfe of conttitutio- 
nal ufurpations, cannot but know 
that his at L depends upon the 
temper of thofe that are fixed at the 
head of the adminiftration immeyi- 
ately after he is gone. A minifter, 
in theie circumitances, can dread 
nothing fo much as to fee a patriot 
minitier fupplying his place; there 

ing no mathematical propofition 
more certain, than that, a patriot 
minifter would exert the utmoit of 
his influence to bring the oppreffor 
of his country to public juftice. 

Beitides, there 1s another powerful 

motive, wiich muft impel the retir- 
ing minifter to fuch a flep. I mean, 
the Hatred he mufi naturally bear to a 
People, that obliges himto ftop feort in 
his career to arbitrary power. This 
hatred, muft necetflarily fo ftrongly 
co-operate with the regard which he 
owes to himielf, that it would be 
‘the abfurdeit of all abfurd imagina- 
tions, to fuppofe he could potibly 
secommend a friend to the people to 
fucceed him! The beft men 
can rarely bringthemfelves tosERVE, 
though they may to rorcivs, thole 
whom they know be their ene- 
mies ; and if the example is fo diffi- 
cult and rare in the def men, how 
are we to expc& to meet with it in 
the wor/] ? 





The North Briton. 


Hence, Mr. North Briton, we 
fee, that a minifter flying from the 
enquiring eye of juitice, has every 
inducement that can urge him as a 
man, or engage him as an enemy to 
his country, to ftrain every nerve of 
power, in favour of fucceffors as 
corrupt and oppreflive in principle 
as himfelf. In this cafe, Ambition, 
Self-Love, Revenge, all fpeak one 
language, and a// incite him to de- 
ceive his matter in fo capital a point 
as the choice of his minifters, in or- 
der that the recommender may go- 
vern the kingdom by his tools. 

All appearances, fir, that feem to 
periuade the contrary of this, and 
that the minifter thus retired, has 
given up every concern in the ma- 
nagement of the ftate, maft be de- 
ceitful, and calculated to miflead 
the unwary part of the nation. It is 
ridiculous to alledge, as a reafon, 
that he no more affifts at the delibe- 
rations upon public affairs, or that 
he attends not the Council. Nay, 
though it were even added, that he 
refrains from going to court, yet 
thefe are not circumitances that can 
conclude again{ft the plainer voice 
of reafon, which teaches, that fuc- 
ceflors and great ofhcers, nomi- 
nated to their high places by a bad 
minilter, mu/? be known by him to be 
FIT FOR HisPurRPose. Their ve- 
ry recommendation proves, that 
they are not raifed to the honours 
they enjoy for the fake of anfwering 
any one national purpofe whatever ; 
but, that obedience to their recom- 
mender is the tenure by which they 
hold their places; and, that, Jon 
before their nomination, the ftrittet 
fcrutiny muft have been made into 
their morals, principles, and views, 
by the man whofe power---perhaps 
very being mutt reft upon his 
not being miftaken in the Inquiry, : 

It is therefore, plain, in what 
light every nauon ought to view the 
retirement of minifters grown odious. 
tothe people, and the tranfattions of 
ftatefmen, recommended by the 
minifter retired. shia a 





Toibe Norta Briton. 
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The North Briton. 


iate peace was to be productive of 
Service to the nation. We could 
not comprehend how it was poffible 
that our commerce and manufac- 
tures were to be improved by a trea- 
ty which furrendered up thofe iflands 
that would have confiderably confumed 
our manufactures, and furnifbed us 
with divers commercial articles of 
great importance, befides pouring in 
upon us fome millions of dollars 
yearly. But now the fecret is out. 
The peace negotiating Duke has de- 
clared it. Our induftrious manu- 
facturing journeymen (efpecially in 
the filk way) have always infifted 
upon too high wages, and it was fit 
to HUMBLE ¢hem, that TRADE might 
Jlourifh ! The nation has hi- 
therto weakly fuppofed, that a hard 
working man needed more retrefh- 
ment than a man that is idle; and 
that our journeymen, in all trades, 
had a right toinfift upon fuch wages 
for their daily labour as would not 
only afford them three meals a day, 
but alfo decently lodge and clothe 
them, and provide for a wife to look 
after houfhold affairs, and tend upon 
two or three fmall children. But, 
Sir, either all this is to be compafied 
= the Metropolis too) with Ten 
ENCE a day, or ought not to be 
attained at all !——---His Grace of 
#ee*#*® has told us, that HE was 
a filk weaver; he could live upon 
EN-PENCE @ day.” I with, Sir, 
for the fake of the nation (though 
I fhould pity his wife and children) 
he had been in that fituation before 
the peace of Fontainbleau !——but 
—---apropos—---he has learned this 
maxim in a popifo country; and 
as itis manifeit that a Journeyman 
cannot decently be clothed and 
lodged, and maintain a wife and 
{mall family, upon fo fcanty a fti- 
pend, in this city, itis plain his 
Grace muft mean, that they fhould 
all turn Monks, and their country 
have no intereft in their pofterity. 
This fame pofition, of Tren pence 
a day, let me tell you, Sir, is a good 
logical pofition for the femme en- 
couragement of popery: 








avow of celibacy, whereas a Prote- 
ftant will be imprudent enough to 


venture upOn a Mariage, even - 


' or,aPapift © 
may be tied down from marriage by’ 
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though he were obliged to a vow of 
this fort: Ergo, a Papif is much 
more fit to be a journeyman weaver 
than a Proteflant; and, therefore, 
merits greater encouragement in a 
commecial kingdom ! 

The peace-negotiator has faid, that 
TEN PENCE a day ts fufficient wa- 
ges for a labouring man in London. 
From whence it is demonttrable, that 
a labouring man ought not ‘o mar- 
ry: for, ifhe does, his wife may 
bring forth children, the neceflary 
attendance upon whom may wholly 
engrofs her time ; and fince, out of 
TEN PENCE a day, no provifion can 
be made for accident$ of that fort 
(not to mention ficknefs) it is plain, 
that the man who can be content 
with TEN PENCE a day, mu/? not mar- 
ry. A moft comfortable doétrine for 
the nation! 

In fhort, Sir, was I to’ particula- 
rize the many great and general ad- 
vantages that muft redound to the 
kingdom from the eitablifhment 
of fo wholfome a doétrine, the ufual 
bounds of your paper would not be 
fufficient tor that purpofe: I muf 
content myfelf, therefore, with only 
hinting ata few of them. Po- 
verty, andits conftant attendant Az- 
mility, are the only expectations 
which the journeymen of this metro- 
polis, muit henceforward entertain : 
‘They matt learn po de : Fafting 
will, PERHAPS, render them more 
induftrious, than if they were in- 
dulged with Full-Meals; becaufe, 
Full-Meals are apt to make people 
drowfy. And as for Clothes, they 
are only an incumbrance to a wor*- 
ing man; for they muft neceffarily 
keep open the pores ; this may dif- 
pofe him too much to perfpiration; 
and too much perfpiration may tend 
to weaken him, and, confequen'ly 
leffen his labour.---But [I muit have 
done, Mr. North-Briton, left the 
length of my epiftle fhould exclude 
me a place in your extenfive paper, 
and the publication of fo valuable a 
difcovery be utterly loit to the king- 
dom, Lam, Sir, 

Yours, €&c. €F¢. 
One of the weavers who lately paid 


their compliments to his Grace 
the KHER E ot i.e 2 | *. 
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A comprehenfive Views of the feveral 
Letters on various Subje@s, which 
appear in the puthe Papers from 


Time to Time. 


Humourous correfpondent, in 
A a late Public Advertifer, ob- 
ferves, That it is faid, in order 
to make corn cheaper, our ports 
are poing to be opened for the im- 
portation of forei:n wheat. Now 
certainly, if we have not wheat 
enough for our confumption, that 
is a very neceflary fiep; but I 
fhould like to know, jult for in- 
formation fake, what propriety 
there can be in our lavifhing a- 
way the public money for a bounty 
to encoarage the exportation of our 
own corn, till in confequence of 
that itis fo fcarce, that we are o- 
bliged to opea our ports in order to 

et foreign: corn imported for our 
Some confumption. It has been 
long faid, thac our public affairs 
are under a- Scotch influence; but, 
from ths ipociman, I rtp: gy 
duppofe they muft be under an Irz 
direction... For if Tunderftand this 
affair rightly, I can confider it in no 
other light than as a Species of Hi- 
bernian policy.” ; 

A fly ironical writer, in the 
next day’s Publick Advertifer, hu- 


> mourofly expotes the #/ualdiverfions 


in the fireets, by driving cattle, the 


‘concourfe of brewers drays, duit 


carts, &c. and fays, ** It might 
greatly add to the fport, if ftrong 
iteel ipikes were faitened to the 
horns of all the oxen which are to 
be baited in the city for the public 
diverfion; and it would be a very 
eafy niatter at-any time to form a 
circus of brewers drays, and there 
inclofing the ox, exhibit the Enter- 
tainment before the Maniion- 
houle, or in any other fpacious part 
of the town.---N A fufficient 
nnmber of, drays might be procu- 
red abour Hoon, at a moment’s 
warning in any of the narrow 
fireets in the city. tens! 

A foreigner of my acquaintance, 
on his arrival aétually wrote to 
his friends abroad, that buil feafts 
were in vogue here as in Spain and 
Portugal; and indeed he was in 
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the right, for furely in no country 
was ever fuch a latitude (not even in 
Rome) allowed to the ace, 
to entertain them with thete man] 

diverfiohs twice im every wee 

throughout the year. It’s true; 
fome few mifchiefs do arife from 
the practice ; but are the limbs, or 
even hives of a few individuals, to be 
put in conrpezitiOn with the enter- 
tainment of thofe thoufands of gal. 


Jant fellows, who live with fach 


reputation in St. Giles’s, Hockley 
in the Hole, and all the othet mofb 
eligible parts of this extenfive me- 
tropohis 2” 

Acorrefpondent:. who figns himfe 
Old England, in another day’s paper; 
atter commending fome-former let- 
ters on falt.petre, acquaintsus that 
thereare, at thistime{alt-petre works 
near Chelfea, which’ were fo neg 
leGied, that they run the ysifk of be- 
ing pulled down and fold, tor want 
of a {ufficient capital to carry 
them on: But on Aprfil'13, 17625 
he finds anumberof public fpiriced 
gentlemen, entered into’ meatures 
tor fupporting and extending the 
faid works. (See our laft, p. 349.) 

AF riend to lupo ovements, in the fol- 
lowing day’s Acvertifer, commends 
the ownersof thofe hackney coaches 
who have provided: glaffes, to pre- 
vent the duft from: inconithoding 
perfons whomay have frequent oc- 
cafions to make ufe-of them: Indeed, 
’tis a very confiderable improve- 
ment, and we hope it will be fol+ 
lowed by all the fraternity. 

A writer in the Gazetteer, who 
had before wrote upon’ the form of 
pavements, and given a reafon 
why a pavement ought always to 
approach near toa plane; and that 
whatever defcent there is,-it. fhould 
always be from the fides to the 
middle, and not from the middle 
to the fides, refumes the topick 
and gives more reafons in fupport 
of his opinion, which we think ve- 
ry cogent. That a plane is more 
durable than a rounding pave-+ 
ment, he fays, ** Is moft evident 
from experience; they are already 
filling up part of the hollows on 
each fide the new pavement, to 
bring them nearer to a level: Hap- 
py for the public, had that oy 

en 
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been firft adopted.” He gives af- 
terwards, many inftances of the 
inconveniences that have arifen 
from the rounding of pavements. 

Advocatus in another day’s Ga- 
zetteer, has endeavoured to fpirit 
up the attornies to make provifion 
by fubfcription, for the worthy pro- 
feffors of the law who are in dif- 
cre{s, and for widows and orphaus 
of deceafed attornies and {foliici- 
tors who are reduced to poverty. 
His arguments for that purpoie, 
muft, we think, appear very conclu- 
five to the gentlemen of the law. 

A Clergyman, in a letter to a 
friend, in another paper of the Ga- 
zetteer, arraigns the rules and orders 
drawn np by acommittee for the Jup- 
port of the widows aud orphans of 
the clergy in Londan and Middlefex, 
tc. of being inconfiflent with it- 
felf, and exceptionable in point of 
equity to the inferior clergy, becauie 
the fubicriptions of the inferior 
clergy will much oftner contribute 
to augment the annuities to wi- 
dows and children of beneficed 
clergy, than the fubfcriptions of 
beneficed clergy can poflibly aflift to 
augment the annuities to widows 
and children of the inferior clergy, 
Aifo ,again, becaufe the fubfcrip- 
tions and intercit arifing from the 
donations of the laity, if made to 
the honorary or general fund, muf 
be, and if ~ade to the charitable 
fund, may be almoft engroffed by 
the bencficed ciergy, although thoite 
donations will certainly be intend- 
ed by the doncrs for the benefit of 
the unbeneficed and inferior cler- 
gy; and this miiapplication too 
will arife to fuch a degree, that the 
higher in preferment and more ai- 
fluent a fubfcribing clergyman is, 
by fo much the larger portion muff 
he receive of ail. the douations of 
the laity or clergy to the Aenorar 
or general tund ; and by how mux 
the poorer he is, fo much leis muff 
fall to his fhare. . | 

The further reafons he gives, 
feem to have fo much weight, that 
we dare ventureto fay, it may, or 
ought to occafion a revival of that, 
otherwile humane and neceflary 
plan. 


A writer in the London Chroni- 
cle, very properly reprcients, that 
parifh duties aie not, in general, fo 
well diicharged as they cught to be, 
and the two caufes to which fuch de- 
fects are principally afignable, are 
the priviledged or purchaied exemp- 
tion of the wealthy from feiving 
them, & the difattention & corrup 
tion of the poorer ioit who do ierve 
them. The writer has enlarged 
in his proofs of this matter, and 
very much to the purpofe, and in- 
deed, the fmalleft aitention to what 
pafles in our great fuburb parifhes 
will corroborate all he advances. 

A wiiter, in the following Chro- 
nicle, afcribes much of the dilor- 
ders in families, and amongft fer- 
vants, to the wrong choice of the 
upper or managing fervants, “‘ the 
{etting up fome minion to the go- 
vernment of the houfe, brought 
from the molt fervile drudgery, and 
without the leaft education, more 
than barely writing his name. Now 
is it pothble to fuppofe iuch a per- 
fon, aflifted by 2 female who never 
ttudied any thing beyond the ufeof 
the mop and dufter, fhould be able 
to difpofe a family of thirty, forty, 
or fifty fervants, in that good or- 
der which fhould redound honour, 
and give grace to dignity ?” 

Philanthropos, inthe St. James’s 
Chronicle gives what he fays 1s 
one of the principal caufes of the 
prefentincreafe of popery, as fol- 


lows: 


‘ Ever fince the glorious peace, 
the papifts in the deveral monaf- 
tcries in France & Flanders, conti- 
guous to the fea, have fent whole 
inoals of priefts, in lay habits, (for 
doing which they have a particular 
difp-niation) as mifhonarics to Ba- 
gland and Ireland, and they are 
even luffcred to take up any trade 
or occupation, in order to introduce 
t enfelves into the families and 
friendfhips of thofe they fix on as 
their prey, Thefe Priefts are al- 
lowed all their expences by the fra- 
ternity, and a furr of meney for 
every convert, which we need not 
doubt to be a fufficient motive to 
make them zealous in the caufe; 
and they have fo bettirred them- 
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{elves therein, that during near four 
months that I was on the coaft of 
France and Flanders, I faw great 
numbers of thefe locuits return, few 
of them with lefs than three, others 
with from feyen, eight, to ten chil- 
dren under their Care, whom they 
brought over to educate in the prin- 
ciples of bigotry and flavery; and 
fo fweetly do they lead them on, by 
promifes and threatenings, by 
winking at, nay, encouraging them 
in vice, that in afew months they 
Can join, without any natural fenfa- 
tions, In curffng their poor parents, 
if they are Proteitants; (this I have 
feen and heard) and their Imagery 
and pompous manner of worthip 
make fuch an impreffion on their 
young minds, that it is next to im- 
pofible to eradicate it. To fay the 
numbers that have been thus fe- 
du:ed, according to the beit infor- 
mation I could get, would furprife 
you; Ireally believe them to be 
upwards of three thoufand. To 
prove which, let it only fuffice, that 
in two little towns I have feen 600 
children, under the age of fourteen 
or fifteen years, many of whom 
have told me their parents were 
proceftants, who never intended 
they fhould be Papiits, being pro- 
mifed to the contrary by the pious 
fathers, who all profeffled them- 
felves, when in England, members 
of ourchurch, but faid they were 
Nonjurors to the prefent royal fami- 
ly, and therefore could live eafier 
even amongtft papifts than with us.” 


A Letter from a Perfian refiding at 
ORGOR, to his Friend at Upa- 
an. 


qT Went with my friend the other 
day to a great hall, where all the 
cuurts of law were fitting together: 
Behold, faid he, the temple of juf- 
tice, the fantuary of privilege and 
rigat, whichour mightieft monarchs 
have not been able to violate with 
impunity. Behold the loweft of our 
commons contending here with the 
higheft of our nobles, unawed b 
their dignity or power. See thofe 
venerable {ages onthe bench, whofe 


ears are deaf to follicitation, and’ 


their hands unftained with corrup- 
tion fee alfo thofe twelve men, 


whom we call the Jury, the great 
bulwark of our property and free- 
dom. But then caft your eyes on 
thofe men in black that fwarm on 
every fide: thefe are the priefts of 
the temple, who like other priefts, 
have turned their miniftry into a 
trade: they have perplexed, con- 
founded, and encumbered law, in 
order to make themfelves more ne- 
ceflary, and to drain the purfes of 
the people. I have heard, faid 
I, that the laws of England are wilely 
framed and impartially adminiftred, 
The old Gothick pile we are now 
in, replied my friend, will give you 
a juft idea of their Stru€ure: The 
foundations of it are deep and 
very lafting; it has ftood many 
ages, and with good repaits ma 
ftand many more; but the archi- 
tecture is loaded with a multiplicity 
of idle and ufelefs parts; when you 
examine it critically, many faults 
and imperfections will appear; yet 
upon the whole it has a mighty aw- 
ful air, and ftrikes you with reve- 
rence and refpect. Then as to the 
adminiftration of our laws the dif- 
ference between us and other coun- 
tries is little more than this, that 
there they fell juftice in the Grofs, 
and here we fell it by Retail. In 
Perfia the Cadi paffes fentence fora 
round fum of money; in England 
the judge indeed takes nothing 
after hecomes to be ajudge; but 
the attorney, the advocate, eve- 
ry officer and retainer on the 
court, raife treble that fum upon 
the client. The condition of 
Juftice is like that of many women 
of quality: they themfelves are 
above being bought, but every fer- 
vant about them muft be feed, or 
there is no getting atthem. ‘The 
difinterefted {pirit of the lady is of 
no advantage to the fuitor ; he is 
undone by the rapine of her depen- 
dants. 





No Advice of awife and good Man 
feoould be defpifed: A Tartarian 
Siory. 


A Certain King of Tartary go-: 
ing a progrefs with his nobies,. 
was met on the way by a dervife, 
who cried out with a loud voice, 

W heever 

















4 Tartarian Story. 


Whoever will give me a hundred 

pieces of coin, I will give hima 

piece of advice. The king had a 

curiofity to know what he meant, 

and ordered him the fum he de- 

manded. The Dervife faid, ** Begin 
nothing of which thou haft not 
* well confidered the end.” The no- 
* bles, upon hearing this plain fen- 

tence, fmiled, and faid the Dervife 

was well paid for his maxim. The 

king reproved them, and was fo 

well fatisfied with his anfwer, that 

at his return he ordered the words 

to be written in letters of gold, in 

feveral places about his palace, and 

to be engraven on all his plate. Not 
long after a confpiracy was formed 
by ne of his courtiers, and the 
king’s furgeon undertook, upon the 
promife of a great reward, to take 
away the life of his mafter by means 
of a poifoned lancet, which he pre- 
pared, and wore privately in his 
turban for that purpofe. The king 
in a little time wanted to be let 
blood, and the furgeon attended 
him as ufual. He bound the king’s 
arm, and was juft going to prick 
him, when cafting his eye on the 
bafon, he read the words, ‘‘ Begin 
nothing of which thou hait not 
well confidered the end.” He imme- 
diately ftarted, and paufing for a 
fhort {fpace, conveyed away the lan- 
cet, and drew out another. The king 
obferved it, and afked him the rea- 
fon. The furgeon was in a confu- 
fion, and being examined on the 
occafion of his diforder, he fell 
proftrate on his face, confeffed the 
whole truth, and was pardoned. 
The reft of the confpirators were 
put to death. . The king at the fame 
time ordered diligent fearch to be 
made for the Dervife ; and turning 
to his courtiers who had heard the 
advice with contempt, told them, 
That counfel could not be too much 
valued, which had faved a king’s 


life. 
The Moral Evidence of a Future 


State. 


THE evidence of a moral govern- 
~ ment, and the meafures of di- 
vine juftice which are in continual 
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execution, for the reftraint and cor- 
rection of vice, and for the encou- 
ragement of virtue and piety in this 
life, we have before talzen notice of, 
and the f{ummary account is, That 
the juftice of Gop diftinguifhing 
the different actions of men appears, 
not in a diftribution of worldly pof- 
fefons, or of any external advan- 
tages or calamities ; but chiefly in 
thofe internal fufferings or fatisfac- 
tions which refult by natural con- 
fequence from the temper and con- 
duct 

Domeftic and civil government 
are indeed ordinances of Gon for 
the reftraint of vice and protection 
of virtue, which befpeak upon the 
whole the governing defign of the 
author of nature, who fitted man- 
kind for fuch a ftate of focietv. But 
the authority and judgment of coz- 
Science within the mind itfelf, ap- 
proving right, and condemning 
wrong conduét, both of ourfelves 
and others, is a dire&t and certain 
proofof a judicial intention in that 
Being, whofe wifdom eftablithed the 
conflitution of the rational mind, 
as well as the frame of the animal 
body, and the fabric of the material 
world. For the make of the mind 
is fuch, that guilt produces remorfe, 
anxiety, fear, fhame, and many 
painful emotions; but innocence 
and virtue are attended with tran- 
quility, comfort, hope, and many 
pleafing affections. So that without 
having recourfe to the frequent in- 
ftances of wicked men, ruining their 
health, wafting their fubftance, pi- 
ning with envy or avarice, or expo- 
fing themfelves to the {word of hu- 
man juftice, and thus eating the bit- 
ter fruits of their own doings, and be-~ 
tug filled with their own deceits ; the 
natural influence of confcience is 
fufficient of it/elf, to turn the bal- 
lance on the iide of innocence and 
probity, and to fhew, that wicked 
practices ferve in general, not to zz- 
creafe, but to diminifh the happy en- 
joy ment of life. 

Here then lies the main evidence 
of the governing intentions of the 
Supreme maker of the world? and 
not in external accidents and events: 
for in this refpect, as Sclomon ob- 

ferves, 
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felves therein, that during near four 
months that I was on the coaft of 
France and Flanders, I faw great 
numbers of thefe Iocuits return, few 
of them with lefs than three, others 
with from feven, eight, to ten chil- 
dren under their Care, whom they 
brought over to educate in the prin- 
ciples of bigotry and flavery; and 
fo (weetly do they lead them on, by 
promifes and threatenings, by 
winking at, nay, encouraging them 
in vice, that in afew months they 
Can join, without any natural fenfa- 
tions, in Curf?ng their poor parents, 
if they are Proteitants; (this I have 
feen and heard) and their Imagery 
and pompous manner of worthip 
make fuch an impreffion on their 
young minds, that it is next to im- 
poflible to eradicate it. To fay the 
numbers that have been thus fe- 
du:ed, according to the beit infor- 
mation I could get, would furprife 
you; Ireally believe them to be 
upwards of three thoufand. To 
prove which, let it only fuffice, that 
in two little towns I have feen 600 
children, under the age of fourteen 
or fifteen years, many of whom 
have told me their parents were 
proceftants, who never intended 
they fhould be Papilts, being pro- 
mifed to the contrary by the pious 
fathers, who all profefled them- 
felves, when in England, members 
of ourchurch, but faid they were 
Nonjurors to the prefent royal fami- 
ly, and therefore could live eafier 
even amongtft papifts than with us.” 


A Letter from a Perfian refiding at 
peeees to his Friend at \{pa- 
an. 


qT Went with my friend the other 
day to a great hal], where all the 
cuurts of law were fitting together: 
Behold, faid he, the temple of juf- 
tice, the fanctuary of privilege and 
rigat, whichour mightieft monarchs 
have not been able to violate with 
impunity. Behold the loweft of our 
commons contending here with the 
higheft of our nobles, unawed b 
their dignity or power. See thofe 
venerable {ages onthe bench, whofe 
ears are deaf to follicitation, and 
their hands unftained with corrup- 
tion fee alfo thofe twelve men, 


whom we call the Jury, the great 
bulwark of our property and free- 
dom. But then caft your eyes on 
thofe men in black that fwarm on 
every fide: thefe are the priefts of 
the temple, who like other priefts, 
have turned their miniftry into a 
trade: they have perplexed, con- 
founded, and encumbered law, in 
order to make themfelves more ne- 
ceffary, and to drain the purfes of 
the people. I have heard, faid 
I, that the laws of Englandare wifely 
framed and im atcinfly adminiftred. 
The old Gothick pile we are now 
in, replied my friend, will give you 
a juft idea of their Stru€&ure: The 
foundations of it are deep and 
very lafting; it has ftood many 
ages, and with good repaits ma 
ftand many more; but the archi- 
tecture is loaded with a multiplicity 
of idle and ufelefs parts; when you 
examine it critically, many faults 
and imperfe¢tions will appear; yet 
upon the whole it has a mighty aw- 
ful air, and ftrikes you with reve- 
rence and refpect. Then as to the 
adminiftration of our laws the dif- 
ference between us and other coun- 
tries is little more than this, that 
there they fell juftice in the Grofs, 
and here we fell it by Retail. In 
Perfia the Cadi paffes fentence fora 
round fum of money; in England 
the judge indeed takes nothing 
after hecomes to be ajudge; but 
the attorney, the advocate, eve- 
ry officer and retainer on the 
court, raife treble that fum upon 
the client. The condition of 
Juftice is like thatof many women 
of quality: they themfelves are 
above being bought, but every fer- 
vant about them muft be feed, or 
there is no getting atthem. ‘The 
difinterefted {pirit of the lady is of 
no advantage to the fuitor ; he is 
undone by the rapine of her depen- 
dants. 





No Advice of awife and good Man 
feoould be defpifed: A Tartarian 
Siory. 


Certain King of Tartary go-: 
ing a progrefs with his nobies,. 
was met on the way by a dervife, 
who cried out witha foul voice, 


Wheever 




















A Tartarian Story. 


Whoever will give me a hundred 
pieces of coin, I will give hima 
piece of advice. The king had a 
curiofity to know what he meant, 
and ordered him the fum he de- 
manded, The Dervife faid, ** Begin 
enothing of which thou haft not 
* well confidered the end.” The no- 
* bles, upon hearing this plain fen- 
tence, fmiled, and faid the Dervife 
was well paid for his maxim. The 
king reproved them, and was {fo 
well fatisfied with his anfwer, that 
at his return he ordered the words 
to be written in letters of gold, in 
feveral places about his palace, and 
to be engraven on all his plate. Not 
long after a confpiracy was formed 
by ens of his courtiers, and the 
king’s furgeon undertook, upon the 
promife of a great reward, to take 
away the life of his mafter by means 
of a poifoned lancet, which he pre- 
pared, and wore privately in his 
turban for that purpofe. ‘The king 
in a little time wanted to be let 
blood, and the furgeon attended 
him as ufual. He bound the king’s 
arm, and was juft going to prick 
him, when cafting his eye on the 
bafon, he read the words, ‘* Begin 
nothing of which thou hait not 
well confidered the end.” He imme- 
diately ftarted, and paufing for a 
fhort {fpace, conveyed away the lan- 
cet, and drew out another. The king 
obferved it, and afked him the rea- 
fon. The furgeon was in a confu- 
fion, and being examined on the 
occafion of his diforder, he fell 
proftrate on his face, confeffed the 
whole truth, and was pardoned. 
The reft of the confpirators were 
put to death. . The king at the fame 
time ordered diligent fearch to be 
made for the Dervife ; and turning 
to his courtiers who had heard the 
advice with contempt, told them, 
That counfel could not be too much 
—_— which had faved a king’s 
ife. 


The Moral Evidence of a Future 


State. 


"THE evidence of a moral govern- 
~ ment, and the meafures of di- 
vine juftice which are in continual 
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execution, for the reftraint and cor- 
rection of vice, and for the encou- 
ragement of virtue and piety in this 
life, we have before talcen notice of, 
and the jummary account is, That 
the juftice of Gop dittinguifhing 
the different ations of men appears, 
not in a difiribution of worldly pof- 
fefions, or of any external advan- 
tages or calamities ; but chiefly in 
thofe internal fufferings or fatisfac- 
tions which refult by natural con- 
fequence from the temper and con- 
uct 

Domeftic and civil government 
are indeed ordinances of Gon for 
the reftraint of vice and proteétion 
of virtue, which befpeak upon the 
whole the governing defizn of the 
author of nature, who htted man- 
kind for fuch a ftate of fociety. But 
the authority and judgment of coz- 
Science within the mind itfelf, ap- 
proving right, and condemning 
wrong conduct, both of ourfelves 
and others, is a dire&t and certain 
proof of a judicial intention in that 
Being, whofe wifdom eftablifhed the 
conflitution of the rational mind, 
as well as the frame of the animal 
body, and the fabric of the material 
world. For the make of the mind 
is fuch, that guilt produces remorfe, 
anxiety, fear, fhame, and many 
painful emotions; but innocence 
and virtue are attended with tran- 
quility, comfort, hope, and many 

leafing affections. So that without 
Lavine recourfe to the frequent in- 
{tances of wicked men, ruining their 
health, wafting their fubftance, pi- 
ning with envy or avarice, or expo- 
fing themfelves to the fword of hu- 
man juftice, and thus eating the bit- 
ter fruits of their own doings, and be-~ 
ing filled with their own deceits ; the 
natural influence of confcience is 
fufficient of it/els, to turn the bal- 
lance on the iide of innocence and 
probity, and to fhew, that wicked 
practices ferve in general, not to in- 
creafe, but to diminifh the happy en- 
joy ment of life. 

Here then lies the main evidence 
of the governing intentions of the 
Supreme maker of the world? and 
not in external accidents and events: 
for in this refpect, as Salomon ob- 

ferves, 
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Jerves, there are the fame events to the 
rightcous and to the wicked; as isthe 
good fo is the finner,§&S he that fweareth 


as he that feareth an cath: Poverty, 7 


bodily pains and calamities feem 
equaily incident to men of both cha- 
ratiers : nor do famines, peltilences, 
earthquakes, or other public devaf- 
tations, diltingnifh the diferent qua- 
lities of men, or pay the leatt regard 
to their guilt or innocence: 4Fecaufe 
the all-wife Creator, in framing the 
elements, had a view tothe ftate of 
his creatures colleFively : and as far 
as they are framed for the fafety and 
benefit of mankind, rhis goodnefs 
he defigned to extend ¢gual- 
ly to the juftand the unjuft. And 
therefore the providence of Gop 
doth not appear to diilinguifh the 
qualities m4 in fuch events of 
the world. This muft be allowed, if 
we would not be guilty of fpeaking 
deceitfully for Gop, and attempting 
to vindicate his juftice by fuppofits 
Ons contrary to common experience. 
This was the error of Yoé’s 
friends, who in their debating with 
him, and reafoning upon this great 
fubje&, the juttice of Gop’s Provi- 
dence, maintain confidently, that 
Divine Providence doth reward and 
punifh men according to their de- 
ferts, in this life, and even in their 
external and bodily circumftances : 
and therefore feeing him reduced to 
fuch a miferable fituation, they pe- 
remptorily pronounce him guilty, 
and accufe him in the bittereft terms 
of hypocrify and fecret wickednefs. 
To which he replies, by proteftin 
his own innocence and integrity, af- 
ferting that the providence of Gop 
doth not diltinguifh good and 
bad men by outward condition, 
and charging them with mif- 
reprefenting the actual {tate of things, 
aid pleading for GOD deceitfully ; or 
defending his juftice by faife fuppo- 
fitions. And we find, in the con- 
clufion of the book, that when the 
poet introduces the Almighty to end 
the debate, he firft filences ‘fod’s 
complaints, by fhewing him his 
great ignorance of that unfearchable 
wifdom, which eftablifhed the vari- 
ous parts of the creation, and formed 
the different {pecies of liviny crea- 
tuies; and finally reproves with in- 





dignation thofe friends of Fo4, who 
had not /pore of his providence the 
thing that was right as bis Jervant 
ob had done. 

But befide thofe external calami- 
ties to which men of all characters 
are equally liable ; there have been 
numerous examples of good men, 
who have fuffcred the moft grievous 
opprefions, from the power and 
tyranny of wicked men, on the very 
account of their piety and integri- 
ty. This conduét of Providence, in 
permitting the beft of men to fall 
under the dominion, and to bear 
the injuftice and cruelty, of the 
worft, even to the extremities of 
difgrace, pain and death; may be 
thought an appearance the moft in- 
explicable, and irreconcileable to 
our ideas of governing juitice. For 
however fuch hard trials may ferve 
to exercife and improve the virtue, 
and exalt the piety, of the fufferers, 
and render them exemplary toothers ; 
yet exclufive of another life, fuch 
virtue neither appears to meet with 
any adequate recompence, nor {carce- 
ly to an{wer any purpofe of wifdom 
and goodnefs: and nothing can 
feem more inconfiftent with a wife 
and juft government, than to favour 
lower degrees of virtue with the 
peaceable and comfortable enjoy- 
ment of life, and at the fame time 
permit the Aighe/? degrees of it, not 
only to pafs unrewarded, but to be 
punifhed with mifery and deftruc- 
tion. To refign the eafe and advan- 
tages of life, to withitand the ter» 
rors of pain and death, rather than 
depart from the rules of integrity, 
is apparently the nobleft degree of 
virtue human nature is capable of 
practifing: and to dothis, upona 
principle of confidence in the divire 
juftice and goodnefs, is furely a con- 
duét moft acceptable tothe Supreme 
Being, if any actions of men can be 


O. 
Can it then be believed, that the 
fame all-wiie, all powerful, and 
beft of Beings, who throughout unt- 
verfal nature does nothing in vain, 
who provides for the wants and de- 
fires of the brute-creatures, who 
gratifies in a various and wonderful 
manner the bodily appetites of al! 
mankind ; that. He hath made /ac/ 
walue 
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By what Means the People of Exgland may beccme tnflaced. 


eyirtue in vain, and mocks the beft 
defires of the beft of men ; and hath 
fo ordered, that the more abfolutely 
men confide in his wifdom and good- 
nefs, the more miferably they fhall 
be difappointed ? Can it be imagined, 
that the fame providence, which 
doth not produce a harvett of grain, 
but to aniwer a beneficent end, and 
which hath a meaning in the minutett 
productions of nature; yet produ- 
ceth this moft valuable moral harveft 
for nothing but de/fruction, and had 
no meaning in thus cultivating and 
raifing the virtue of men? Efpeci- 
ally when we confider, that the root 
and principle of iuch virtue is a 
Faith in GOD; a truftin his re- 
warding juliice, and hope of ano- 
ther life ? Is it not a contradi¢tion 
to admit, that the truett piety is that 
which {fprings from error and delu- 
fion ; that the nobleft virtue is that 
which terminates in the worlt ef- 
fects ? If this appears incon- 
fiftent with that adminiftration of a 
juit government, and with thofe de- 
figns of infinite wifdom and good- 
nefs, which are difcovered in the 
general frame and conittitution of 
the world and of human nature ; 
we are hence led to believe a future 
{tate upon a natural foundation of 
probability : aor becaufe there are 
no effects of Gon’s juitice experienced 
at prefent ; but becaufe, on the con- 
trary, there are meafures of divine 





yuftice as well as witdom, which are 


commenced, and are in continual execu- 
tion in this lite and world, which at 
the fame time do not appear to be 
jfinifhed here, but to extend further ; 
and which feem mott defeétive in 
the moit important events and fignal 
actions of life. 


[To be continued. | 


By what Means the People of England 
may become enflaved. 


OF all the forms of government 
which human wifdom ever in- 
vented, the antient conttitution of 
England may be truly faid to be the 
beit; for it was fixed upon fuch 
a firm bafis of freedom, as might re- 
fill the ftrongeft blait of power, that 
fhould attempt to overtarn it; nor 
can the people ever be deprived of 
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it, unlefs they fhall fall into fuch 
abandoned corruption as fhall ren- 
der thein urterly unworthy of it. 
A wife and brave people will neither 
be couzened or bullied out of their 
rights and liberties; but a wife 
and brave people may ceafe to be 
fuch : They may degenerate ; they 
may fink into floth and luxury ; they 
may refign themfelves to a treache- 
rous conduct, or abet the exemies of 
their conftitution, ander a notion of 
fupporting the friends of the govern- 
ment; they may want fenfe to dif- 
cern their danger in time, or the cou- 
rage to refift when it ftares them full 
in the face. A free people may be 
fometimes betrayed ; but no peo- 
ple will betray themfe!ves and fa- 
crifice their liberty, unlefs they are 
failen into a ftate of univerfal cor- 
rup:ion ; and when once they fhall 
be fo fallen, they will be fure to lofe 
what they no longer deferve to enjoy 
As all government began, fo all 
government muft end, by the Peaple. 
By our conftitution, the rights and 
liberties of the people are fo guarded, 
that it is impoflible for th m to be 
taken away, either by the force or 
fraud of a few ; for though the many 
cannot eafily a& offenfively and 
hurt, they may moit eafily fave 
themfelves. But, if it fhould ever 
happen, that the many fhould concur 
with the few, fhould advifedly and 
deliberately fuffer their liberties to 
be taken away by ¢4ofe on whom 
they had delegated power to pre- 
ferve them: ‘This no conftitution 
could prevent. We, as well as fo- 
reign nations, may give oerfelves a 
tyrant in our folly, if we pleafe. 
And the worft kind of tyranny is 
that under the form of law. Burt 
this can never happen tll the whole 
peop!e fall into a itate of political 
reprobation; and then, and not all 
then, ilavery wiil be their lot. 


An Anecdote of the Cardinal 
Farnese. 


O NE day a poor widow, encou- 
raged by the great fame of Care 
dinal Farnefe’s generolity, came 
into the Hall of the Cardinal! with 
her only Daughter, a beau,iful maid 
of feventeen years of age ; when her 
tura 
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turn came to be heard among the 
croud of petitioners, the Cardinal 
difcerning the marks of an extraor- 
dinary modeity in her face and car- 
riage as al{o in her daughter, encou- 
raged her to tell her wants freely ; 
fhe blufhed, and not without tears 
thus addreis’d herfelfto him. M 
Lord I owe for the rent of my houfe 
five crowns, and fuch is my misfor- 
tune, thatI have no other means to 
y it, fave what would break my 
eart, fince my landlord threatens 
to force me toit, that is to proftitute 
my daughter, whom I have hitherto 
with great care educated in virtue, 
and an abhorrence of that odious 
crime. WhatI beg of your emi- 
mence is that you would pleafe to 
interpofe your facred authority, and 
protect us from the violence of this 
cruel man, ’till byour honeftinduftry 
we can procure the money for him, 
“The Cardinal moved with admi- 
ration of the woman’s virtue and 
innecent modeity, bid her be of 
good courage, Then he immedi- 
ately wrote a billet, and giving it 
into the widow’s hands, Go, faid he, 
tomy fteward with this paper, and 
-he will deliver the five crowns to 
pay thyrent. The poor woman o- 
ver-joyed, returning the Cardinal a 
thoufand thanks went direétly to 
the fleward, and gave him the 
note: Which when he read, he told 
her out fifty crowns. She aftonifhed 
at the meaning of it, and fearing 
this was only the fteward’s trick to 
try her honefty, refufed to take a- 
bove five, faying fhe afked of the 
cardinal for no more, and fhe was 
fure it was fome miftake. On the 
other fide, the fteward infiited on 
his matter’s order, not daring to 
call it in queftion. But all the ar- 
guments he could ufe, were infuf- 
ficient to prevail on her to take any 
more than five crowns. Wherefore 
to end the controverfy, he offer- 
ed to go back with her to the 
Cardinal, and refer itto him. When 
they came before that munificent 
prince, and he was fully informed 
of the bufinefs, "tis true, faid he, 


I miftook in writing fifty crowns, 
give the paper, and I will rectify it. 
hereupon he wrote again, faying 
thus to the woman, fo much can- 
dour and virtue deferves a recom- 
pease s here I have ordered you five 
undred crowns ; what you can 
{pare of it, lay up as a dowry to give 
your daughter in marriage. 
The Advantage of knowing ourfelves. 
A Great and generous fpirit is in- 
deed liable to vehement paffions 
as a full and vigorous health is fub- 
ject to the moft outrageous fevers. 
A more than ordinary temperance 
is requifite to preferve fuch a con- 
ftitution of body ; and fucha tem- 
per of mind is never fafe, but un- 
der the conftant checks of the fo- 
bereft reflection. A high mettled 
horfe requires a fkilful rider ; and a 
gallant foul, the management of a 
philofopher. Learn, therefore, to 
know thyfelf betimes, that thou 
mayeft not rafhly apply the fpur 
to a prevailing paffion, which per- 
petually demands the curb. This 
is a hard leffon ; but, the tafk is glo- 
rious : Subdue thy own defires, be 
the Sovereign of thy paffions, and let 
who will boaft of conquering the 


world ; thou haft fet thyfelf above 
it. 


Of the Pleafures of the Soul. 


T HE foul, independently of 
thofe pleafures, it derives 
from the fenfes, has fome which 
it would have without them, and 
are proper to itfelf. Such are thofe 
it derives from curiofity, the ideas 
of its own grandeur al perfections, 
the idea of its exiftence, oppofed 
to the thought of annihilation, the | 

pleafure of embracing the whole of 
a general idea, that of viewing a 
multiplicity of objeéts at once, and 
that of comparing, joining and fe- 
perating ideas. Thefe pleatures are, 
from the nature of the foul, inde- 
— of the fenfes, becaufe they 

elong to every Being that thinks. 
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SELECT Pieces of Poerry, 


The Praife of Wifdom from the 8th 


Chapter of Proverbs. 
Hate’er of good or excellent is 
found 

Within the compafs of this fpacious 
round, 

Compar’d with wifdom, no regard can 
Claim ; 

With her compar’d can fcarce deferve a 
name, 

Not half fo beauteous is the dawning 
light ; 

Nor half fo fair the ftars that gild the 
night. 

In vain the gems of Ophir’s favour’d 
coait 


Their dazzled luftre in her prefence boaft : 

Gay orient pearls and gold in vain dif. 
play ia 

Their vanquifh'd glories in her brighter 


ay. 

Before her brilliant di’monds dimly 
fhine, 

And blufhing rubies own her worth di- 
vine, 

Richer and happier he, whofe hal- 
low’d breaft 

Of wifdom’s facred treafures is pof- 
feft, 

Thanif he monarch reign’d of all the 
wealthy eatt. 

The juft by wifdom’s righteous precepts 


€ , 
The peaceful paths of life fecurely tread. 
The dang’rous rocks of vice with fafety 
fhun, 
And virtue’s pleafant courfe ferenely 


run, 

Artifts by her their fubtle works de- 
vile ; 

"Tis the with counfel fage inftruéts the 
wife : 

*Tis fhe who teaches princes to com- 
mand 

By wholefome laws, and guides the 
fcepter’d hand, 

Before the eternal mind, who dwells on 
high, 

Hung up the fpangled curtains of the 
tky, 


With wondrous fkillearth’s firm founda 


tion laid, 

Or wap the wat’ry deep’s capacious 

ed: 

Before their tow’ring heads the moun- 
tains rear’d, : 

Or fhady woods and open lawns ap- 
pear'd ; 

E’er bubbling fprings and fountains had 
begun 

Thro’ painted meads in chryftal ftreams 
to run; 

E’er chearful verdure cloath’d the naked 
field 

Or meee vales did blooming odours 
yield, 


Wifdom with uncreated fplendor fhone, 

And fpread her beams around the 
Almighty’s throne, 

Joyous before the Sov’reign prefence 
play'd, 

Who with delight immenfe her heav’nly 
form furvey’d. 

And when this univerfe with perfect art 

He rais’d, and caft in order ev'ry part; 

The fpheres that roll their fieady courfe 
above, 

Prepar’d, and taught the planets where 
to move ; 

When laws he to the fwelling ocean gave, 

And bound in ropes of fand the raging 
wave ; 

To wand'’ring clouds their airy flight af- 
fign’d, 

And, whence to blow, inform’d the 
fweeping wind, 

Wifdom fupreme did o’er the whole pre- 
fide, 

And in his awful work the facred founder 

guide, 


Elegy of an hone/t Country Woman, 
on ber Hufhand who was &ill’d 


by the Wheels of a Cart. 


WAS on the twentieth of September 
J loft my dear good man, - 
Three days before I well remember, 
Three times he dropt his fan ! 


That 
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That day off dropt my wedding ring ! 
That day I broke a pan ! 
Yet still I dreamt no earthly thing 
Of lofing my good man. 
Beware of wheels! a gypfy faid; 
1 now fhall hate their plan ! 
And that day fe’nnight, o’er his head 
The cruel cart wheel ran ! 
Ev'n in the moment that he fell, 
Poor wife was all his plan ! 
‘The Lord he cry’d take care of Nell, 
And then he dy’d good man, 
How wou'd he feed my pigs with peafe ! 
My cows with fcalded bran ! 
His cattle not t’abufe, but picafe, 
Delighted my good man, 
How rare and healthful was histook ! 
He took no care of tan, 
But that a better care he took, 
*Tis well for my good man, 
His age it was but thirty-five : 
He liv’d but half his fpan : 
Laft Sunday, laughing and alive, 
Juft there ftood my good man, 
He was---oh! what no tongue can fay ! 
To fay the leaft one can ; 
He, every moment night and day 
Was quite an honeft man. 
But Roger’s gone, and grief apace, 
Willturn thefe cheeks to wan; 
And fit to fill his honeft place, 
The fun fees not the man, 
For you may feareh the world around, 
From Beertheba to Dan, 
And many a good man might be found, 
But not like my good man, 
There’s G.ffer Gofling doth prefer 
To all the world his Nan ; 
But Gaffer Gofling loves not her, 
As lév’d me my good man, 
Give me but grace, to ac& as well, 
And foes my deeds may fcan ; 
‘But } know where there's room for Nell, 
Along with her good man, 


The VISION. 


O more of the taxes, I've done 
with the times ; 
Such fubje&s fha!l not be my theme : 
But, if you expect any more of my 
rhymes, 
You muft be content witha dream. 
Methought a fair ifland arofe fore my 


eye, 
Where ev'ry delight did abound ; 
Frefh and fertile the the foil, and benign 
were the fkies, 
_-And happinefs frolick’d around, 


Secect Pieces of PorEtry. 


On a throne fat a prince, whofe benevo- 
lent face 
The beholders with pleafure did fill: 
Gold and gems to his throne had been 
thought a difgrace, 
For ‘twas made of his fubjeéts good- 
will, 


Rough Neptune ftood next him, his 
trufty old triend, 
The guardian and prop of his fway, 
Bold Mars, clad in armour, did alfo at- 
tend ; 
And Freedom Was never away. 


With bleffings full charg’d, in a bright 
golden cloud, 
Plump Plenty hung over his head ; 
Her gifts, free and willing, on all the be- 
ftow’'d, 


And giadnefs around her the fpread. 
Fair peace, lovely virgn, of afpe& fe- 


rene, 
Was always attending this ifle ; 
While blood-fhed and war were on every 
hand feen, 
Here alone the fweet goddefs would 
fmile, 


A mortal appear’d, born this ifland to 
blefs, 
Who glad tidings did conftantly 
bring, ; 
From every climate, fraught with news 
ot fuccefs, 
To charm the old heart of his king. 


At length came a figure, pale, meagres 
and tall, 
And at the bleft profpeé& did lour ; 
Inftead of a curtain, a plaid le let 
fall 
And firait the fweet vifion was O’¢r, 


Upon Dre/s. 


ITH drefs, for once, the rule of 
life we'll place ; 
Cloth is plain fenfe, and polifa’d breed- 
ing, lace. 
Men may in both miftaKe the true de- 
fign ; 
Fools oft are tawdry, when they would 
be fine : 
An equal mixture both of ufe and fhow, 
From g.d¢y fops, points out the accom- 
plith’d beau. 
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